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i) Asses and identify with the farmer the pictures that best represent the 
current situation for each of the five dynamic input variables: i.e. select for the 
cow for which you are going through the TP-D process the appropriate: 
• Stage of lactation (early lactation 1-3 months, mid lactation 4-7 
months, late lactation >7months); 
• Body weight change  (gaining weight, maintaining weight, losing 
weight); 
• Calf rearing system (1st month of bucket feeding, 2nd-3rd month of 
bucket feeding, weaned); 
• Forage quality (medium, good very good); 
• Forage quantity fed to the animal (1 old woman’s load, 2 old woman’s 
load, 3 old woman’s load)  
 
- Transfer the code (black, striped, white) corresponding to the picture of your 
choice into the appropriate box on the TP-D credit card, i.e. box number I on 
the TP-D credit card for the code corresponding with the choice made for 
Stage of lactation, box number II with the corresponding code for body weight 
change, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii) Once the five corresponding codes have been transferred to the credit card 
and the unique ‘bar code’ for the cow in question has been obtained, slide the 
credit card down the appropriate ‘bar code’ page (see extract below): 
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to match the ‘bar code’ on the credit card with the ‘bar code’ on the page.  
 Count the number of white dots next to the bar code to obtain the predicted 
marketable milk production from basal in the milk measure used (in this case 
a 350ml cup)  
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iii) Select the supplementation planner page corresponding to the predicted 
marketable milk production from basal, indicated, again, by the number of 
white dots printed to the right of the picture of the milk measure on the 
supplementation planner pages (see extract below): 
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The black dots on the supplementation planner pages located under the 
picture of the concentrate measure (in this case a Kasuku tin) correspond to 
the number of Kasuku tins fed to the cow per day. The white dots on the left 
hand side of the page indicate the predicted total marketable milk production, 
for each of the supplementation levels, each white dot being equivalent to one 
of the milk measure used. 
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